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Catholicism and Science 


Between The Lines is not anti-Cath- 
olic. It is jist as eager to report in- 
stances where the Catholic church or 
Catholic leaders have advanced the 
cause of human freedom and enlight- 
enment as cases where they have been 
instrumental in the retarding of such 
advances. Our job is to endeavor to 
keep the lay mind informed of sig- 
nificant issues and trends, both good 
and ill. Every alert layman knows that 
Catholicism as an institution looks up- 
on all Protestantism as a heresy, and 
permits no cooperation with or recog- 
nition of Protestants where the Cath- 
olic church has power to govern pub- 
lic attitudes. In Spain, Italy and else- 
where, Protestants are being robbed, 
beaten and imprisoned by Catholic- 
directed forces. The Protestant church, 
so intimately associated with the devel- 
opment of democracy in history, is 
girding to defend itself. 

Between The Lines herewith begins 
a series of reports on significant is- 
sues upon which Protestants are cen- 
tering their interests in the effort just- 
ly to appraise the place of Protestant- 
ism and Catholicism in the progress of 
human society. 

This first report is by J. J. Murphy, 
a former Catholic priest, whose histor- 
ically accurate and challenging mate- 
rial first appeared in The Converted 
Catholic Magazine, a monthiy publica- 
tion. ($1.00 a year, 229 West 48th 
Street, New York City.) 


Opponents 


Science and Roman Catholicism 
are essentially antagonistic. The 
former faces the untried future 
with experiment as its only tool 
and honesty to truth its only 
guide. Roman Catholicism fears 
the future, and is opposed to ex- 
periment and change as revolu- 
tionary and destructive of its fix- 
ed dogmas and religious practices. 

Like Fascism and Nazism, Ro- 
man Catholicism will use science 
when, but only when, it suits its 
purposes, Just as its “leadership 
principle’ was the groundwork of 
Nazism—as Goering testified at 
the Nuremberg trials last March 
14—-so too were its censorship and 
Inquisition methods, its book 
burnings and other means for the 
repression of individual thought 
and scientific progress. Hitler him- 
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N THE SAME DAY that the United Nations Economic and So- 
cial Council announced its health program as a “world-wide war 
against germs,” the American Navy announced that it had developed 
for coming warfare a “germ spray more deadly than the atomic 
bomb.” When individuals start doing things like that, we put them 
in a mental hospital. Some of these days we are going to discover that 
the folks in the mental hospitals are comparatively o.k., and that the 
rest of us are crazy! 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


T= BIKINI TEST. Every possible effort is being raade by the 
military leadership of America to persuade the public that the 
atomic bomb is just another new weapon. Inner Navy circles openly 
admit that the Bikini bomb test, if considered in terms of inevitable 
scientific development, proved that the atomic bomb is an enormously 
devastating weapon; not just in what it did there, but in what it will 
obviously do in the future when many of the new developments al- 
ready in sight are applied. The propagandists for the Navy, however, 
have been trying very hard to make the test seem casual and without 
significance in regard to any unusual anti-Navy developments. 

As has been true ever since the first atomic bomb tests, the scien- 
tists—the men who make the bomb—have a very different viewpoint 
from the military brass hats and gold braid boys who are endeavoring 
to protect their careers and their favorite military theories. The sci- 
entists are saying that within a very short time it would be as easy 
and as inexpensive to drop a dozen Bikini size atomic bombs as it was 
to drop the one in the recent test. Scientists all agree that under such 
conditions no battleship or giant carrier—the favorites of the Navy 
career men—would survive. But the Navy will not face this fact or 
acknowledge it. 

Navy plans, in conjunction with the War Department, now are 
to try to persuade the American people to forget the atomic bomb as 
a new earth-shaking discovery and to accept it as just another new 
weapon. The public then will be willing to provide the Navy with 
uncounted millions for new and fancier battleships and airplane car- 
riers, instead of insisting that the Navy concentrate on the building 
of long-range high speed air bombers and giant submarines, which are 
the only two weapons that scientists believe will survive in the atomic 
age. 

The brass and braid are trying to by-pass the atomic bomb as 
they by-passed the development of the airplane, in spite of the fact 
that General Billy Mitchell sank battleships 25 years ago with small 
bombs, dropped almost by hand from his plane. At that time, the 
Army and Navy refused to profit by his tests and continued to con- 
centrate on weapons that, at the outbreak of World War II, were ob- 
solete. Then billions had to be spent hastily to modernize obsolete 
ship structures because they had been built without regard for air 
attack. 

Newsmen at Bikini learned that, “through some human or me- 
chanical error,” the atomic bomb exploded three seconds ahead of 
schedule, and for this reason there was no greater damage among the 
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self, in Mein Kampf, laid down 
the principle that, “The greatness 
of every powerful organization. . . 
is rooted in the religious fanati- 
cism with which it intolerably en- 
forces itself against everything 
else, fanatically convinced of its 
own right.” Further on in ‘the 
same book (p. 882) he says: 
“Here too one can learn from 
the Catholic church. Although its 
structure of doctrines in many in- 
stances collides, quite unneces- 
sarily, with exact science and re- 
search, yet it is unwilling to sac- 
rifice even one little syllable of its 
dogmas. It has rightly recognized 
that its irresistibility does not lie 
in a more or less great adjustment 
to the scientific result of the mo- 


ment... but rather in a strict 
adherence to dogmas... Today 
therefore the Catholic church 


stands firmer than ever.” 

Treatment of the Catholic 
church’s attitude to science in all 
its branches—chemistry, physics, 
astronomy, geology, etc.—would 
be impossible in one short article. 
Its entire strategy against science 
and the tactics of its warfare can 
best be surveyed from the view- 
point of one single science. Medi- 
cal science, whicn reiaies directly 
to the welfare and everyday life 
of all of us, affords the best van- 
tage point from which to view 
the whole attitude of the Catholic 
church to science. 


Disease and Demons 


Back of the whole attitude of 
the Catholic church toward medi- 
cine are two primitive supersti- 
tions from Persia that crept into 
the Catholic world through the 
early Fathers, One of these is the 
teaching that all matter is evil 
and contemptible, from which it 
follows that freedom of the soul 
can be obtained only by neglect 
and abuse of the body. Sanctity 
and physica] filthiness thus _ be- 
came synonyms, as in the case of 
Simon Stylites, and centuries later 
that of Saint Benedict Labre, 
whose claim to sainthood is that 
he lived his whole life in rags and 
covered with fleas. 

The second doctrine was that all 
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diseases are caused by demons that 
are banished only by supernatural 
means. The priest therefore was 
the only doctor for the treatment 
of the ills of the body, mind and 
| ae 


Dirt Glorified 


Modern medicine has established 
the fact that dirt and disease go 
hand in hand. The Catholic church, 
on the other hand, by glorifying 
dirt and abuse of the body by 
ascetical practices, opened the 
way to disease and pestilence. 
Professor C. E, Winslow of Yale 
University, in the Encyclopaedia 
of the Social Sciences, reminds us 
that: 

“Medieval Europe, in reaction 
from the emphasis of classical civ- 
ilization upon bodily well-being, 
glorified through the early church 
uncleanness and disease as disci- 
plines preparing the sou] for eter- 
nal mansions. Greek hygiene and 
Roman sanitation were condemn- 
ed or ignored, and vast epidemics 
swept across the face of Europe.” 

Jerome, early Doctor of the 
Church, established the principle 
that, “The purity of the body and 
its garments means the impurity 
of the soul.” In the rules govern- 
ing the religious orders of the 
Catholic church to this day, such 
as Benedictines, the Cistercians, 
and the Trappists, baths are for- 
bidden. The Italian monastery of 
Monte Cassino (to save which 
during the the war thousands of 
lives were sacrificed) has never 
had a single bathtub or shower. 

Instead of medicines, the church 
built up a system of “sacramen- 
tals’—relics, charms and amulets 
—as the sole means of curing bod- 
ily ailments and dispelling devils. 
Every Catholic country today is 
full of these amulets and charms, 
which differ in no way from those 
used in pagan countries from the 
beginning of history. Even in the 
United States rice-paper images of 
St. Joseph, the Virgin Mary, St. 
Anthony and other saints, are 
eaten by devout Catholic people as 
a cure for disease. Scapulars, the 
“miraculous medal,” tiny metal 
images of St. Anthony, Agnus 
Dei’s, and St. Christopher medals 
for automobiles are worn or car- 
ried by Catholic people to ward 
off diseases and accidents. 


Evil Spirits and Saints 


The glorification of dirt was not 
only a cause of disease, but led 
to the exclusion of medical cures 
on the ground that all disease re- 
sulted from the supernatural pow- 
ers of evil. St. Augustine, whose 
opinions later became medieval 
dogmas, declared that “all dis- 
eases are to be ascribed to de- 
mons.” Thus it was a natural and 
inevitable conclusion that these 
evil spirits could be overpowered 
and diseases cured only by the in- 
tervention of God’s co-workers, 
the saints. Dr. George F, Fort, 
distinguished medical historian, 
says in his work, Medical Econ- 
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test ships. One news report states: “The bomb was delivered at the 
appointed place . . . but detonated three seconds ahead of schedule. 
This means that it blew roughly a mile and a half higher than plan- 
ned, and so the greatest force blew skywards and not down.” At this 
writing, Navy reports cautiously neglect this point or in some in- 
stances have tried to deny it, although scientists generally accept it. 

While we pay all due honor to our military heroes for their de- 
fense of the country, do not let anyone tell you that military leaders 
are above the shortsightedness and selfishness implied in the above 
revelations. Remember that it is now a matter of history that victory 
was delayed and thousands of lives needlessly sacrificed through the 
inter-departmental rivalries and the jealousies between admirals and 
generals at the peak of our nation’s danger. Men are still human—in 
or out of uniform. 


(Contract OF THE ATOM. The War Department and its po- 

litical collaborators in Congress are also doing their utmost to 
keep the public from becoming aroused again over the question of 
the control of atomic energy. That issue has been bitterly fought out 
in Congress. Some weeks ago a storm of public protest hit Washing- 
ton, touched off by the Army’s determination to keep atomic energy 
under military control. Senator McMahon arose to champion the pub- 
lic interest, and it was believed certain for some time that Congress 
would pass the McMahon bill for civilian atomic control. Alarmed by 
the public ire, the War Department instructed congressional spokes- 
men to play a waiting game until the public concern subsided. It was 
also believed that the great atomic military circus at Bikini would do 
much to soften the public attitude and accustom it to the thought of 
continued military surveillance over the atom. 

At the time of this writing, War Department leaders are trying 
to keep public attention diverted from this issue, while they continue 
to plan and organize for a congressional drive that will result in leg- 
islation to keep the atom under greater military control. The atom 
scientists are almost unanimously opposed to military control. Some 
of the leading nuclear research men in America have been in open re- 
bellion against what they consider intolerable government restrictions 
on atomic research. They feel that if the War Department’s motto, 
“The atom is a weapon—make it ready for war,” continues to prevail, 
war will come with immeasurable destruction. The scientists feel that 
civilian control will mean that the atom is man’s most transforming 
discovery; that it can make war obsolete and bring a day in which 
there can be abundance for all without the ruthless competition that 
now governs the search for security among nations. 


pyaanes IN CHINA. Some months ago our State Department 

denied that American troops in China, ostensibly there to dis- 
arm the Japanese, were actually being used to protect British mines. 
Then, believe it or not, Under-secretary of State Dean Acheson 
openly admitted that the 20,000 marines in China are being used to 
guard railroads and coal mines in North China. The railroads run 
from the mines to principal cities. Mr. Acheson did not state what 
every well informed authority on Asia knows—that both the coal 
mines and railroads of North China are chiefly owned and controlled 
by British interests! 


pPauan ELECTION. The overthrow of the monarchy in Italy 

brought more shock to London and Washington than the American 
people have been permitted to realize. It is the first great breach in the 
British domination of the Mediterranean, While a vote against the 
monarchy was by no means a vote for communism or Russian in- 
fluence, a vote for the monarchy was known by the Italians to be a 
vote for British control through the House of Savoy, which London 
has dominated in one way or another for years. 

The Catholic Church, with its keen sense of impending change, 
split its support between the social democrats and the monarchist 
party, so that the Vatican would be in a position quickly to switch its 
support completely to the socialist group in opposition to the com- 
munists. Thus, as in France and elsewhere, the issue is no longer 
between the conservatives and communists, as our press frequently 
tries to imply. Conservative support has been wiped out over most of 
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omy during the Middle Ages (p. 
276): 

“Inasmuch as diseases during 
this period were attributed to 
Satanic origin... the principal 
and in many cases the only reme- 
dies were drawn from relics or 
from objects which the departed 
saints had used in daily occupa- 
tion. Flowers reposing upon the 
tomb of a saint, when steeped in 
water, were regarded as endowed 
with wonderful curing powers.” 

Whenever a grievous malady 
failed to yield under the ordinary 
invocation and magic of the 
church, the priestly authorities 
then proclaimed that the sufferer 
was possessed by the devil. 

From these... relics, the 
Catholic church has always taken 
in countless millions of dollars by 
its monopoly of the curing busi- 
ness. In this regard Dr. White 
says: “Enormous revenues flowed 
into various monasteries and 
churches in all parts of Europe 
from relics noted for their healing 
powers.” More than $50,000 worth 
of the medals, scapulars, rosary 
beads, etc., for instance, brought 
to Rome last February by Cardi- 
nal Spellman to be blessed by the 
Pope and to be laid on the tombs 
of Rome’s many saints, were stol- 
en from his hotel. 

The science of medicine owes 
what little advance was made in 
medieval] times to the Arabs and 
Jews who were outside the juris- 
diction of the Catholic church and 
therefore less subject to its stric- 
tures against experimental re- 
search. A medical faculty was es- 
tablished at the school of Mont- 
pelier in the 12th century by Jews, 
themselves educated in Moorish 
schools in Spain and imbued with 
the intellectual independence of 
the (Mohammedan) Averroists. 

“Montpelier,” says the Encyclo- 
paedia Britannica (XVIII, 47) 
“became distinguished for the 
practica] and empirical spirit of 
its medicine, as contrasted with 
the dogmatic and _ Scholastic 
teaching of Paris and other uni- 
versities.” Also at Salerno, Italy, 
medicine was taught under Arabic 
influence during the medieval pe- 
riod as a separate branch of sci- 
ence in distinction to monastic 
medicine prevalent elsewhere. 


Catholic Scholars 


Some Catholic scholars made 
brave attempts to take up an ex- 
perimenta] study of medicine, but 
in most cases were furiously re- 
pressed as sorcerers. Such was the 
fate of the medieva] genius, Roger 
Bacon, a Franciscan priest, Be- 
cause he insisted that all science 
was experimental, Bacon incur- 
red the enmity of the church and 
was imprisoned. Even his Cath- 
olic biographer, Dr. David Ries- 
man, in his Story of Medicine in 
the Middle: Ages, (p. 78) admits 
that because of his scientific prin- 
ciples Bacon spent altogether 
twenty-four years either in the 
prisons of his Order or under per- 
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Catholicism and Science 
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secution. He was forced to write 
his notes in secret code. 

In the 17th century Paul Sarpi, 
the Venetian friar who was the 
first to discover the circulation of 
the blood and the iris of the eye, 
was obliged to dissect the bodies 
of birds and mice in the secrecy 
of his cell. He had to be protected 
against the Pope’s assassins by a 
special guard when he walked 
through the city, but several 
times he was waylaid and left for 
dead. 

Even more strict than the 
church’s prohibitions against med- 
ical research in general was its 
opposition to surgery and dissec- 
tion of the body, in life or death. 
As a result, the medical art of 
surgery, says Dr. Fort (p. 453), 
“was compared to the social deg- 
radation of barbers and blood-let- 
ters until the year 1406, when 
Wenceslaus, the emperor of Ger- 
many, by imperial rescript order- 
ed that henceforth this profession 
should be deemed honorable.” 


Surgery 


The reason for this unrelenting 
opposition to the art of surgery 
on the part of the Catholic church 
was its extraordinary teaching 
that there is in the human body 
an incorruptible and incombustible 
bone that will be the nucleus of 
the future resurrection of the 
body. It was to keep this myth 
from being exposed that the vig- 
orous prohibitions against al] dis- 
section of the body was mainly 
due. These same restrictions pro- 
tected other medieval myths as 
well, such as the lesser number of 
ribs in a man than in a woman. 
Pope Innocent III, in 1215, anathe- 
matized the practice of surgery, 
giving as excuse that “the Church 
abhorred all cruel and _ bloody 
practices,” and especially forbade 
priests to have anything to do 
with it. The absurdity of this ex- 
cuse can be readily seen in the 
fact that at that very time ‘the 
papal Inquisition was shedding 
blood all over Europe. The exclu- 
sion of priests from the study and 
practice of surgery by this papal 
decree was practically the same as 
forbidding it altogether. 


Mental Disease 


The revival of the science of 
medicine that came after the 
Renaissance of learning threaten- 
ed to take out of the hands of the 
church the profitable profession of 
treating disease of which she had 
long held the monopoly. There- 
after only one class of diseases 
remained exclusively hers—those 
which were still admitted to be 
due to the direct influence of Sa- 
tan. Foremost among these was 
insanity. The cruel treatment of 
Tunatics was simply the direct 
punishment of the devil, since in- 
sanity was held to be possession 
by the devil. 

Exorcism was the main weapon 
of the church against insanity. 
By this means the “indwelling Sa- 
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There has been something stark and final about the challenge the 
atomic bomb has hurled before the world. And the atom scientists have 
been courageously faithful to their responsibility. Strong pronouncements 
have been made by men whose stature in the field of impartial scientific 
research lifts them above the conflicting voices in the political and military 
arenas. Those distinguished scholars all urge us to realize that there is 
no defense for the atomic fury in the realm of the physical world. As 
one leading scientist puts it, “we will have to turn our talents to the 
realm of the spiritual for this needed defense.” There is no escaping it 
now,—the teachings of Christianity have become the only hope of the 
world in a new and overwhelming sense. 





X-Ray and Foreeast (cominzed) 


Europe and the issue is being drawn almost entirely between the 
socialists and the communists. No greater indication of this trend can 
be found than the swing of Catholic Church support away from its 
traditional links with the landed aristocracy and industrial and finan- 
cial conservatives to the socialist groups, as the Church makes efforts 
to curb any further growth of communist power. 


| Saspetmmennens LAW AND DISCRIMINATION. A decisive and sharp 

corner was turned in race relations in America when the United 
States government, through its Attorney General, Tom Clark, stated 
that the Department of Justice was prepared to enforce the laws guar- 
anteeing the right of franchise and the right to vote of every citizen, 
regardless of race, color or creed. This report was suppressed in many 
papers in the South, where the announcement fell heavily on power- 
ful groups which have been intimidating Negro voters and otherwise 
trying to prevent their coming to the polls. 

Behind this move are the series of high court decisions which 
give unshakable legal foundation for the notice. A Negro no longer 
need take his case to court for tests or trial or argument to determine 
his rights. That period is over. The meaning of the Attorney Gen- 
eral’s announcement is that it pledges the Federal Department of 
Justice—with all its law enforcement agencies, the FBI, Federal mar- 
shals, etc.—to stand in readiness any place in the country to defend 
the Negro’s right to vote. We will see great changes in our national 
life stemming from this significant pronouncement. 


RGANIZED VS. UNORGANIZED WORKER. The labor leaa- 


ers of America are preparing a long-range campaign to identify 
the political interests of organized labor as something linked with 
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tan” was adjured in the most 
blasphemous and obscene language 
to depart from the afflicted per- 
son. The Jesuit Fathers in Vienna 
in 1483, according to Dr. White, 
“gloried in the fact that in such 
a contest of exorcism they had 
cast out 12,652 living devils.” 
Every Roman Catholic priest to- 
day who performs the rite of bap- 
tism has to’ exorcise the devil 
who is believed to reside in the 
child as a result of birth. After 
putting salt into the child’s 
mouth, rubbing spittle from his 
own mouth on the child’s nose and 
ears, and blowing his breath in 
the child’s face, the priest directly 
commands the devil as follows: 
“Depart thou damned devil, out of 
this child!” 


Modern Medicine 


Roman Catholic doctors and 
surgeons today in modern Amer- 
ica are caught between the many 
restrictions of their church on 
medicine and surgery and the 
ethical rules of their profession. 
It is counted as murder, for in- 
stance, by the Catholic church to 
remove a fetus that is the result 
of an ectopic gestation, although 
a surgeon by law is bound to do 
so because it means certain death 
for the mother. 

The writer once asked a promi- 
nent Catholic surgeon of New 
York City what he would do if he 
were operating on a woman for 
appendicitis and discovered an ec- 
topic gestation. By the rule of his 
church he would have to leave it 
there and sew the woman up 
again; otherwise he would have 
to go to confession, accuse him- 
self of committing murder and 
promise never to do it again. By 
way of answer he superstitiously 
knocked on the wood of his desk 
and said: “Thank God, I haven’t 
yet come across such a case!” 
Craniotomy is also forbidden by 
the Catholic church unless the 
child can first be baptized in the 
mother’s womb. The genera] rule 
of the Catholic church in child- 
birth is that the motherlife must 
be sacrificed to assure the bap- 
tism of the child. 

In Catholic countries where the 
church of Rome dominates, the 
priest is a self-appointed doctor 
providing quack medicines and su- 
perstitious remedies for all dis- 
eases, This is especially the case 
in Ireland, parts of Italy, Spain, 
and elsewhere. But it is even more 
so in Latin-American countries 
where the Catholic church has 
lorded it over the people for four 
centuries. Health conditions there 
are what they would be every- 
where if the matter were left in 
the hands of the Catholic church. 


Disease in Catholic Countries 


An article in Harper’s maga- 
zine for July, 1942, points out 
that 50 of the 120 millions in 
Latin America are ill with every- 
thing “from sprue to leprosy,” es- 
pecially with diseases reduced to 
a minimum in the United States. 


(Continued on next page) 
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The most authoritative book so 
far issued on economic and social 
conditions in Latin America, en- 
titled Latin America in the Fu- 
ture World (p. 4) states that, 
“One half of the Latin-American 
population is suffering from infec- 
tions or deficiency diseases.” 

The tuberculosis rate in New 
York is 52. In Santiago, Chile, it 
is 430; in Lima, Peru, 435; in 
Callao, Peru, 503; in Guayaquil, 
Ecuador, it is 693. 

A person born and living in the 
United States has a life expect- 
ancy of 62 years and five months, 
as of 1940. If he were to live in 
Latin America, his life expectancy 
would range from a high of 47 
years in the more fortunate areas 
to a low of less than 32 in Peru. 
Thus in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 
more than one half of the men 
who reach working age die before 
they are 29 years old, Any or all 
of these figures can be document- 
ed in the work just mentioned 
which has the approval of the re- 


spective governments of every 
Latin-American country. 
Catholic propagandists would 


like to explain the dismal health 
conditions of Latin America in 
terms of climatic conditions. Such 
pretexts are not worthy of serious 
consideration, for simiiar condi- 
tions obtain in all Latin-Catholic 
countries despite the great varia- 
tions in climate between one and 
another. Catholic Europe tells the 
same sad story. 

Far from tropical Latin Amer- 
ica, among the French-Canadians 
of frigid Quebec, a province com- 
pletely controlled by the Catholic 
clergy, the same conditions of 
disease follow in the steps of the 
same poverty, ignorance, and su- 
perstition. Quebec City, the site 
of the much-frequented shrine of 
Saint Anne, still has the highest 
diphtheria mortality rate in the 
world (41.7 per 100,000). The city 
of Three Rivers with an infant 
mortality rate of 297 per 1,000 
live births is in this respect be- 
hind the backward cities of Bom- 
bay and Madras, India. 

It is the rule in French cities 
of Quebec that their health rec- 
ords improve in direct proportion 
to the number of Protestants. A 
typical case of this is found in the 
contrast between Montreal and 
Verdun, two neighboring cities 
separated only by a narrow canal. 
The first of these twin cities is 
overwhelmingly French - Catholic 
the other predominantly Protes- 
tant, In Montreal the mortality 
rate through infectious diseases, 
according to the figures of a few 
years ago which we have on hand, 
is 68.8 in contrast to a figure of 
26.6 for Verdun. Similarly in the 
tuberculosis mortality rate the 
figure for Montreal is 87.7, in con- 
trast to 38.6 for Verdun. 

English and Canadian newspa- 
pers of 1885 tel] an interesting 
case of Catholic-church opposition 
to innoculation and the resultant 
ravages among the Catholics of 
Montreal during an epidemic of 
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the interests and well-being of the millions who make up unorgan- 
ized labor. In spite of the great gains in political influence of the 
labor unions in the past decade, the labor leaders have interpreted 
the results of this summer’s elections to mean that organized labor’s 
political influence has reached its maximum and can go no further 
unless a more successful blending of the unions’ political objectives 
and interests can be established with those of the average unorgan- 
ized worker. 

Many unorganized workers resent the inequality of wage rates 
brought about by the success of the unions in raising the wages of the 
organized worker far above those of the non-union worker. What the 
unions will try to accomplish in their future publicity will be to se- 
cure the belief of the unorganized worker that, rather than being 
handicapped by the high wage rates of the organized laborer, all wage 
scales are favorably affected by wage rises in the key industries. In 
other words, when coal miners, auto workers and railroad groups get 
higher wages, the wage structure all over America is gradually lifted. 

The relationship of organized labor to unorganized workers will 
be the chief subject of coming labor propaganda and publicity cam- 
paigns. 

b Lamapag STREET AND STASSEN. One of the most revealing po- 

litical developments of America, showing to what extremes 
Wall Street high financial powers will go to retain their grip upon 
the nation’s resources, is indicated by the authoritative reports con- 
cerning the way some of the bigger financial houses of New York are 
throwing their support in with the communists and other left-wing 
gtoups to check the growing strength of ex-Governor Stassen for the 
Republican nomination in 1948. 

Wall Street Republicans are afraid of Stassen and his liberal 
policies. They can’t control him, so they don’t want him to run. In 
several areas, Wall Street interests, through the public utilities, rail- 
roads and other subsidiary holdings they control, have associated 
themselves with some of the most radical elements to block Stassen’s 
progress. 


| aenat MILLIONAIRES. Senator Murray and Chester Bowles, 

formerly of the OPA, have been targets for smears and slurs di- 
rected their way by big business spokesmen who are fighting against 
the liberal ideas of both of these gentlemen. Yet both Murray and 
Bowles are millionaires, now willing to devote their time and talents 
to the task of making America a better place for the little people to 
live in! 

OTTON PICKER. The Rust brothers, inventors of the mechanical 
cotton picker, have been concerned lest their famous machine 
harm the small cotton farmers. They have consistently turned the 
profits they made on the cotton picker back to help those who might, 
otherwise, be ruined by the widespread use of their labor-saving de- 
vice. Now they have found that the cotton picker can be used on 
small and hilly farms as well as on the large plantations, and they 
are promoting the formation of cooperatives through which the small 
growers can mechanize their methods and thus continue to operate in 
competition with the big plantations. 

The cotton picker will be produced in quantity for next season’s 
harvest and will greatly reduce the cost of cotton culture. Because of 
it, hundreds of thousands of field laborers will be thrown out of 
work, yet agricultural authorities state the increased profit in cotton 
raising should increase the growth of small independent farmers if 
they take advantage of the cooperative plan urged by the Rusts. 


ware GERMAN YOUTH. Remember Hitler’s youth movement 
that was the forerunner of Nazi power? Here is something to 
watch: 

A new organization called “The Free German Youth Movement” 
is gaining great strength in the Russian-occupied zone of Germany. 
It has at least a quarter of a million members and is dominated by 
the Russians. It is spreading into the American, British and French 
zones of occupation. Allied authorities have not been able to do any- 
thing so far to bar it. Printed statements of this youth group accuse 
the United States, Britain and France of clinging to imperialistic poli- 
cies and go on to declare that the Soviet is a “martial enemy” of im- 
perialism in any shape or form. 


Catholicism and Science 
(Continued) 


smallpox. The fullest account is 
given in the New York Evening 
Post of September and October of 
that year.... 


And Today 

Catholic reaction to medical 
progress stil] shows traces of its 
true colors even here in the Unit- 
ed States at the present time. In 
1944 the Catholic Legion of De- 
cency forced the United States 
Public Health Service to withdraw 
its sponsorship of a restrained ed- 
ucational movie on venereal dis- 
ease. The picture as a result was 
barred from the movie houses of 
the whole country. This in spite 
of the fact that the picture was 
made at public expense and en- 
dorsed by the “War Activities 
Committee” of the Federal Gov- 
ernment as a necessary health 
measure, especially in war time. 

Catholic teaching also opposes 
pre-marital physical examination 
to prevent venereally diseased per- 
sons from marrying. Father Fran- 
cis J. Connell in an article in the 
Catholic Mind of January 22, 1939, 
justified this position, saying: “All 
the physica] afflictions that can 
ensue from the marriage of a dis- 
eased person, both to the healthy 
consort and to the offspring, are 
an immeasurably lesser evil than 
one mortal sin which the marriage 
could avert.” = 

Nor is Catholic obstruction in 
the field of medicine confined to 
giving the green light to venereal 
diseases, which it still likes to 
think of as a divine punishment 
for sin, It is also fighting social 
medicine. On February 28th, 1944, 
the National Catholic Welfare 
Conference, political sounding 
board of the Catholic hierarchy, 
declared its opposition to a bill 
with social medicine provisions, 
adding that “the mere fact that 
social legislation meets the social 
needs and responds to social de- 
mands is of itself not a strong 
enough reason to merit the sup- 
port of a Catholic.” 

Back of the whole attitude of 
the Roman Catholic church to 
medica] and scientific progress is 
its aim for totalitarian control 
of the bodies and souls of al] men. 
It claims control over the body 
because it regards the body as 
merely the container for the soul, 
and over the soul of-all men the 
church of Rome is adamant in 
claiming absolute dictatorship. It 
is true that the Vatican of to- 
day has its “Papal Academy of 
Sciences.” But this is purely an 
informative body that keeps the 
church up to date in knowledge 
of scientific advances, From infor- 
mation thus obtained, the Pope is- 
sues decrees that assure the pro- 
tection of the church’s teachings 
against the new discoveries and 
practices of science in all fields. 

Like Fascism and Nazism, the 
Catholic church encourages scien- 
tific progress, but only in so far 
as it serves its purposes. Every- 
thing harmful to its interests is 
sacrificed, no matter what its 
benefits may be to humanity in 
other ways. 









































